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Character Rendering



Meeting Context

•The City, with Anderson Brulé Architects, held a 
Community Workshop on October 28 2015Community Workshop on October 28,2015.

•Workshop solicited input on desired character & p p
experience of the future Capitola Branch Library.

•Key learning from workshop has been used to develop •Key learning from workshop has been used to develop 
conceptual inspirational graphics.

•Graphics will communicate the Library’s potential 
character and experience as next steps toward 
creating the new library are considered
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creating the new library are considered.



Meeting Agenda

•Summary of the Community Workshop

•Translation of Key Learning into Design Charactery g g

•Character Drawings for the Future Capitola LibraryCharacter Drawings for the Future Capitola Library

|     A N D E R S O N B R U L É A R C H I T E C T S



Example Road Map - Library Character
EXAMPLE 
CHARACTER
SKETCHES

EXAMPLE CHARACTER DRAWINGS
2

3

EXAMPLE 
WORKSHOP 1BWORKSHOP 
OUTCOME

EXAMPLE 

1B

EXAMPLE 
COMMUNITY
WORKSHOP

1A

|     A N D E R S O N B R U L É A R C H I T E C T S



Summary of the Community Workshop
Character 
• Capitola Character
• Library Site Character
Building Design Elements 
• Form• Form
• Materials
• Scale/Massing



Character - Capitola
• What comes to mind when you think about the character of Capitola?

|     A N D E R S O N B R U L É A R C H I T E C T S



Character – Library Site 
• What comes to mind when you think about the character of the site?
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Character - Capitola & Library Site
• What comes to mind when 

you think about the character 
of Capitola?

• What comes to mind when you 
think about the character of the 
Library Site?of Capitola?

• Gardens / Greenspace
• Unique, quaint/small, seaside City

Library Site?

• Oasis – quieter refuge
• Oak Treesq , q , y

• Stucco
• Outdoor Living
• Active people – connection

Oak Trees
• Natural Woods
• Shady and rustic
• Creeksidep p

• Natural beauty
• Community Minded
• Unique Neighborhoods

• Creekside
• Natural flow from Soquel into Capitola 

– backdoor (family door) to Capitola
• Take cues from Rispin Mansion• Busy/Tourist focus

• Human Scale – not out of scale 
with people and the community
E l ti  A hit t

• Take cues from Rispin Mansion
• Take cues from Tot Lot park
• Potential Gateway into Capitola
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• Eclectic Architecture • Multi Level terrain and open space
• Butterfly Habitat/Riparian Corridor



Building Design Elements
GABLED

Defining Form
ANGULAR

ARCHES / CURVES

Defining Form

Defining Form
LINEAR

CUBIC SHED

LINEAR



Building Design Elements

Defining Materialsg

WOOD STONEWOOD GLASS
METAL

STONE

WEATHERED WOOD STUCCO



Building Design Elements

Defining Scale/Massing
SHORTER SCALE

Defining Scale/Massing

SINGLE MASS VISUALLY CLOSE TO THE STREET

TALLER SCALE

GROUP OF MASSES
VISUALLY SETBACK FROM THE STREET



Building Design 
2 11 1
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Building Design Elementsg g
Team Discussions
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Building Designg g
Emerging Thoughts
RISPIN LIKE

RECALL 1 2RISPIN LIKE NATURAL SITE 
ELEMENTS

1 2

|     A N D E R S O N B R U L É A R C H I T E C T S



Character and Building Design

•Connected to site and history (draw from natural 
Key Insights

g g

y (
elements of the site)

• Interested in connecting it to the Rispin Mansion in 
ibl  th h  f t  d tsomeway– possibly through use of stucco and stone

•Open plan, with broken up exterior masses
•Multiple materials•Multiple materials
• Indoor outdoor connection, reading alcoves
•Natural Light careful use•Natural Light – careful use
•Light within the Library to be carefully managed to not 
spill out and disturb surrounding neighbors
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p g g
•Shorter scale/broken up masses but still a strong visual



Building Design Elements
•Form

Summary of Key Learning
g g

• Simple forms broken down
• Timeless and contextual
• Articulates Library use and invites people in

R i  t  it  t t/ i t• Responsive to site context/environment
• Riparian corridor, butterfly habitat, playground, existing trees (oaks/redwoods)

•Materiality
Natural materials (stone  wood  glass)• Natural materials (stone, wood, glass)

• Stucco as a contextual material that relates to the Rispin
• Durability and sustainability

•Scale/Massing•Scale/Massing
• Medium scale with some prominence/presence
• Grouping and breaking down of masses
• Indoor/outdoor connections
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Indoor/outdoor connections
• Taller element that provides visual connection to surroundings



Translation of Learning into Design Character
• Character
• Form
• Materials
• Scale/Massing• Scale/Massing



Character - Exploration
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Character - Exploration
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Character - Exploration

CONCEPTUAL WEST ELEVATION

CONCEPTUAL VIEW FROM WHARF ROAD
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CONCEPTUAL VIEW FROM CLARES STREET



Character - Exploration
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Character Drawings – Future Capitola Library
Conceptual Site Planp
Conceptual Perspective View







Thank YouThank You


