Capitola Trestle
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Capitgla Trestle/Soquel Creek Crossing

* A bicycle and pedestrian bridge cannot be
attached to the existing Capitola Trestle

* Insufficient right-of-way to construct a
separate trail bridge

* Consider replacing existing trestle with a rail
and bike/ped bridge over Soquel Creek &
Capitola Village as part of the future
passenger rail project




What is required to construct the trail on the
existing Capitola Trestle?

* From a constructability and engineering
standpoint, the Capitola Trestle could be
repurposed into a bicycle and pedestrian
bridge if required structural repairs are
completed ($7 million in 2021 dollars)

* From a regulatory standpoint, the rail line
would need to go through the regulatory
process administered by the federal Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to be abandoned
and railbanked




How can the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line
be rai@anked? %

* The freight operator would need to file for
direct abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) or an interested
party could file for adverse abandonment

* The RTC would need to both file a petition with What s Railbanking#-
the STB to enter into railbanking negotiations,
and subsequently enter into a railbank
agreement with the freight operator

e The RTC would need to assume financial
liability for preserving the rail line



Coastal Rail Trail Phased Improvements
Near Capitola Village

Near Term Improvements included in
Rail Trail 10/11 Project

N

. Trail users directed to on-street bike lanes and sidewalks

¢ Wayfinding directional signage

*  Green pavement paint and restriping

Future Coastal Rail Trail Improvements included in

Zero Emission Passenger Rail Project

. New pedestrian/bicycle trail bridge combined with
replacement of the Capitola Trestle

- Construction of the Coastal Rail Trail from Cliff Drive to
Monterey Ave (shown by the dashed purple line below),
inclusive of the new combined bridge noted above.

What it would take to get a Trail on
the Capitola Trestle?

To build an interim trail on the Capitola Trestle, the following steps
would need to occur:

.

Filing for adverse abandonment of the freight easement on
the Santa Cruz Branch Line. Abandonment is subject to
approval by a federal agency, the Surface Transportation
Board.

Execution of a Trail Use Agreement between RTC & Railroad
Funding (estimate was $7.5M in 2021 dollars) would need to

be secured to rehabilitate the trestle and convertitto an

interim trail.
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Note: Due to the uncertainty around the abandonment process, RTC
staff considers it infeasible to include o troil on the Copitola Trestle
within the funding deadlines associated with the Rail Trail 10/11
project, particulorly the 567 million Active Tronsportation Program
gront.



Capitola Trestle Frequently Asked Questions

https://sccrtc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/FAQ_Capitola-Trestle.pdf



