CAPITOLA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES – October 4, 2012



CAPITOLA PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
October 4, 2012 - 7:00 PM
	1.
	ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

	Commissioners:  Ed Newman, Gayle Ortiz (absent.), Mick Routh, Linda Smith, and

Chairperson Graves


	2.
	ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

	A.
	Additions and Deletions to Agenda 

	Consent Item #4.C and #5.D will be continued indefinitely.

Public Hearing Item #5.B will be continued to the November 1, 2012 meeting.


	B.
	Public Comments - None


	C.
	Commission Comments 

	Commissioner Smith stated that staff has been working to resolve an issue regarding a restaurant with an outdoor bbq, which affects the outdoor deck of an adjacent restaurant along the Esplanade.


	D.
	Staff Comments - None


	3.
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES

	A.
	September 6, 2012 Regular Planning Commission Meeting 

	Chairperson Graves clarified:  Page 4:  "Chairperson Graves suggested modified construction hours:  Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Commissioner Ortiz suggested modified construction hours:  Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

	ACTION
	Motion made by Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Newman to Approve the September 6, 2012 meeting minutes.

	Passed For:  Commissioners Newman, Routh, Smith, and Chairperson Graves; Against:  None; Absent:  Commissioner Ortiz


	4.
	CONSENT CALENDAR

	A.
	809 BAY AVENUE      #12-105      APN:  035-021-43

	Commissioner Smith clarified that the proposed signs are already installed.


	ACTION
	Motion made by Commissioner Newman and seconded by Commissioner Routh to Approve project application #12-105 with conditions and findings.
CONDITIONS 
1.  The project approval consists of a sign permit for two informational wall signs at Nob Hill located at 809-A Bay Avenue.

2.  If minor modifications to the signs are desired by the applicant (i.e. lettering, materials, colors, illumination, etc.), the changes may be approved by the Community Development Department. Any significant changes shall require Planning Commission approval.
3.  The signs shall be removed when it is determined by the Community Development Director that they are showing signs of wear or dilapidation.
4.  Prior to building permit sign off, compliance with all conditions of approval shall be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator or Community Development Director.

FINDINGS

A.  The application, subject to the conditions imposed, will secure the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and General Plan.
The Planning Commission finds that the proposed informational signs secure the purpose of the Zoning Ordinance and General Plan.  

B.  The application will maintain the character and integrity of the neighborhood.  

The Community Development Department Staff and Planning Commission have reviewed the plans to ensure that the sign maintains the character and integrity of the neighborhood.

C.
This project is categorically exempt under the Section 15311(a) of the California Environmental Quality Act and is not subject to Section 753.5 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.

            This project involves the installation of informational wall signs for an existing commercial retail building.  Section 15311(a) exempts on-premise signs appurtenant to existing commercial facilities.



	Passed For:  Commissioners Newman, Routh, Smith, and Chairperson Graves,; Against: (None); Absent:  Commissioner Ortiz


	B.
	816 BAY AVENUE #D      #12-106      APN:  036-051-29


	Chairperson Graves removed the item from the Consent Agenda.

	Senior Planner Bane presented the staff report 

Commissioner Graves suggested an additional condition to prohibit amplified music in the pool area.
The public hearing was opened.

Mike Bodge, spoke in support of the application.  He stated no amplified music will be played in the pool area.
Anna Gotti, spoke in support of the application.

The public hearing was closed.



	ACTION
	Motion made by Commissioner Routh and seconded by Commissioner Smith to Approve Project Application #12-106 with amended conditions and findings.
CONDITIONS

1.  The project approval consists of a Design Permit to construct a detached canopy structure as part of an existing health club (Toadal Fitness) use at 816-D Bay Avenue.
2.  If any upgrades or modifications to the design are desired by the applicant (i.e., materials, colors, etc.), the changes may be approved by the Community Development Department. Any significant changes may require Planning Commission approval.
3.  The application shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission upon evidence of non-compliance with conditions of approval or applicable municipal code provisions.

4.  Prior to granting of final occupancy, compliance with all conditions of approval shall be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator or Community Development Director.
5.  Amplified music shall fall within the permitted decibel level.
FINDINGS

A.
The application, subject to the conditions imposed, will secure the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and General Plan.
Community Development Department Staff, the Architectural and Site Review Committee and the Planning Commission have reviewed the application, which consists of construction of a detached canopy structure as part of an existing health club (Toadal Fitness) use at 816-D Bay Avenue.  The project is consistent with the development standards in the CC (Community Commercial) zoning district.  Conditions of approval have been included to carry out the objectives of the Zoning Ordinance and General Plan.

B.
The application will maintain the character and integrity of the neighborhood.  

Community Development Department Staff, the Architectural and Site Review Committee and the Planning Commission have all reviewed the project and determined that the project complies with the CC (Community Commercial) development standards, which were developed to ensure the projects maintain the character and integrity of this area of the City.

C.
This project is categorically exempt under Section 15301 of the California Environmental Quality Act and is not subject to Section 753.5 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.
The proposed project involves construction of a detached canopy structure as part of an existing health club (Toadal Fitness) use with no significant expansion of use beyond what has currently existed.  No adverse environmental impacts were discovered during project review by either the Community Development Department Staff or the Planning Commission.

 

	Passed For:  Commissioners Newman, Routh, Smith, and Chairperson Graves,; Against: (None); Absent:  Commissioner Ortiz


	C.
	1066 41st AVENUE      #12-091      APN:  034-711-01

	Continued indefinitely.


	5.
	PUBLIC HEARINGS

	A.
	Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP)

	Public Works Director Steve Jesberg and Bill Wiseman, RBF Consulting, presented the staff report.
Commissioner Routh stated that there have been several sea level rise studies prepared, and inquired if these studies had been incorporated into the Draft Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Commissioner Smith inquired on the priority list shown on Table 38.  Specifically, why is the building code pertaining to earthquake a low priority?

Bill Wisemen responded that the city is required to comply with the state building code regardless of the LHMP, therefore the rating is low.  

Chairperson Graves suggested the report be sequentially numbered.

Commissioner Smith stated that the completion date 2015 to the move of all the facilities is a good goal for the purpose of funding, but not realistic.
The public hearing was opened.

Anna Gotti requested a copy of the LHMP report.
The public hearing was closed.

Commissioner Newman stated that the overall document was thorough and very detailed.  He suggested that there be a summary of the report so that a lay person would be able to understand the document.  
Commissioner Routh stated that the LHMP is a documentation of the history of disasters in Capitola.  He agreed with Commissioner Smith that the 2015 target date for replacing city hall and the Police Department was unrealistic.
Chairperson Graves inquired on the priority.

Bill Wiseman stated that the document is bureaucratically structured to meet numerous program requirements.  The prioritization was created by the LHMP Advisory Committee. 
Chairperson Graves clarified that FEMA does not require a prioritization, but other funding sources may require a prioritization of work items.

Public Works Director Steve Jesberg stated what are listed as high priority elements of this plan were determined by looking at hazard mitigation.  Building permit enforcement may not be a high priority, but the Building Department will perform ongoing enforcement regardless of the priority in the plan. 



	ACTION
	The Planning Commission received the report and forwarded comments onto the City Council. 




	B.
	500 PINE STREET      #12-075      APN:  036-022-26

	Continued to the November 1, 2012 Planning Commission meeting.


	C.
	411 CAPITOLA AVENUE      #12-101      APN:  035-131-34


	Senior Planner Bane presented the staff report.
The public hearing was opened.
Dan Gomez, spoke in support of the application.
The public hearing was closed.
Chairperson Graves clarified the distance between the door and the property lines is approximately 5'-0".
Senior Planner Bane stated that the adjacent building is on the property line.  There is an agreement to allow an easement for a parking space on the adjacent property for the business at 411 Capitola Avenue.

Chairperson Graves stated that there should be a recorded document, such as a deed, showing parking easement.
Commissioner Smith confirmed the sign material will be steel with a patina that will be sealed prior to installation to avoid staining the pavement.  She suggested an additional condition to require the sign to be sealed prior to installation on the building.  She noted that there are other businesses in the Village that have a wall sign and smaller window signs.  She asked if the Planning Commission had ever denied an application for a sign on a building corner.
Commissioner Routh stated the Commission reviewed the signs for the businesses at Capitola Beach Villas along the railroad tracks.

Commissioner Smith commented that the railroad tracks represented as a roadway for a corner.  She asked if the sign has any lighting.

Senior Planner Bane stated the sign will have halo type led lighting.



	ACTION
	Motion made by Commissioner Mick Routh and seconded by Commissioner Linda Smith to Approve Approved project application #12-101 with conditions and findings.
CONDITIONS

1.  The project approval consists of a Design Permit and Sign Permit for exterior improvements and signage to an existing mixed-use building at 411 Capitola Avenue.
2.  If any upgrades or modifications to the design are desired by the applicant (i.e., materials, colors, etc.), the changes may be approved by the Community Development Department. Any significant changes may require Planning Commission approval.
3.  The application shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission upon evidence of non-compliance with conditions of approval or applicable municipal code provisions.

4.  Prior to granting of final occupancy, compliance with all conditions of approval shall be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator or Community Development Director.
5.  The steel sign shall be sealed prior to installation on the building.
FINDINGS

A.
The application, subject to the conditions imposed, will secure the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and General Plan.
Community Development Department Staff, the Architectural and Site Review Committee and the Planning Commission have reviewed the application, which consists of exterior improvements and signage to an existing mixed-use building at 411 Capitola Avenue.  The project is consistent with the development standards in the CN (Neighborhood Commercial) zoning district.  Conditions of approval have been included to carry out the objectives of the Zoning Ordinance and General Plan.

B.
The application will maintain the character and integrity of the neighborhood.  

Community Development Department Staff, the Architectural and Site Review Committee and the Planning Commission have all reviewed the project and determined that the project complies with the CN (Neighborhood Commercial) development standards, which were developed to ensure projects maintain the character and integrity of this area of the City.

C.
This project is categorically exempt under Section 15301 of the California Environmental Quality Act and is not subject to Section 753.5 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.
The proposed project involves exterior improvements and signage to an existing mixed-use building with no significant expansion of use beyond what has currently existed.  No adverse environmental impacts were discovered during project review by either the Community Development Department Staff or the Planning Commission.



	Passed For:  Commissioners Routh, Smith, and Chairperson Graves; Against: (None); Abstain:  Commissioner Newman; Absent:  Commissioner Ortiz


	D.
	2178 41st AVENUE      #12-080      APN:  034-221-02

	Continued to the November 1, 2012 Planning Commission meeting.


	6.
	DIRECTOR'S REPORT

	Senior Planner Bane presented a proposal to change the exterior of the home located at 3710 Deanes Lane from horizontal wood siding to stucco.  Although the home is 50 years or older, it is not listed on the historic survey.  Mr. Bane asked if the Commission wanted to review a design permit application prior to any staff action.

Commissioner Smith confirmed the home is not included in the historic survey.

Commissioners Routh, Smith and Chairperson Graves supported reviewing a design permit application prior to any staff action.


	7.
	COMMISSION COMMUNICATIONS

	Chairperson Graves inquired on the status of the farmer's market at the mall parking lot.  He noted that the parking area cordoned off for vendors has not been used.  He asked about the start-up date for the new signs in the Village.  There are several signs that have gone up in the Village.
Senior Planner Bane stated that the ordinance requires an amendment to the Coastal Plan.  The Coastal Commission may be reviewing the amendment within the next month with an estimated start-up date at the beginning of 2013.
Commissioner Routh asked if the new Dollar Tree on 41st Avenue has a temporary sign permit for all the lawn signs and banners?
Senior Planner Bane responded that the business has a legal temporary banner permit, but the small lawn flags are illegal.  Additionally there is an issue with the window signs that staff and the business are working to resolve.
Chairperson Graves asked for the status of the North Coast Orthodontics business signs and landscaping.

Senior Planner Bane responded that the banners are illegal.  However, the staff has approved permanent wall signs consistent with the previous business approved sign area.  The business owner has hired a landscape architect to design a drought tolerant landscape for the property. 
Commissioner Smith commented that the new agenda software is difficult to navigate and requested a hard copy of the agenda. 

Chairperson Graves recognized a member of the public.

Anna Gotti stated that the Commission received a report on the LHMP.  The city has a disaster preparedness plan that should be shared with the community.  She encouraged disaster preparedness through the Red Cross.  Central Fire District has a disaster preparedness class starting in November.  For information about the class contact Central Fire District on 17th Avenue.


	8.
	ADJOURNMENT


The Planning Commission adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. to a Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission to be held on Thursday, November 1, 2012 at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers, 420 Capitola Avenue, Capitola, California.
Approved by the Planning Commission on November 1, 2012

________________________________

     Danielle Uharriet, Minute Clerk







