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Sum
m

ary of Historic Elem
ents found on Rispin Site and Proposed Renovations

Discussion of Intent.
The project goals for Rispin Park are to create a community park that provides passive recreation and focuses on the cultural, 
historical, and open space resources that are unique to the Rispin Mansion Site. The intent of the restoration is to provide 
examples of the architectural style of the mansion and to create a public awareness of the significance of the Mansion building 
and grounds as part of the history of the City of Capitola. It should be stated that the park is not intended to be an exact 
replication of the mansion grounds during the time it was the residence of Henry Rispin. A summary of the existing historic 
elements and the proposed modifications are explained below and noted on the Site Plan.

W
harf Road W

all, Entry Arch and Entry Staircase:
•

Portions of the Existing wall along W
harf Road will remain unchanged, while some sections of the existing wall height 

will be reduced to 30” with a 30” decorative metal fence on top. One portion of the wall at the southern end of the road 
frontage will be removed to allow a new universally accessible entrance to the park. The section to be removed will 
incorporate a new column to match the existing last column at the southern terminus of the wall. Bollards and metal 
fencing will be added to the new park entrance. 

•
Steps and side walls of the staircase at the entry will be rebuilt and repaired. The Arch and side walls will be painted to 
match the Mansion. 

•
Existing wood gate to be removed and stored for display with other artifacts 

Arbor:•
New columns will match historic columns found on site in height and architectural detail.

•
Spacing of columns and location will be changed to accommodate new universally accessible path, and mature oaks on 
site.

•
New vine species compatible with native oaks will be selected.

Sundial:
•

Existing sundial base will remain in its present location. Pedestal will be rebuilt according to archive photographs. New, 
contemporary sundial/compass will be chosen, no archive photos are available that show the sundial piece.

Overlook:
•

Existing overlook columns and base wall to remain. All caps and balustrades to be rebuilt according to archive 
photographs and existing artifacts on-site.

•
New benches in same location as historical shown in archive photographs, architectural details not discernable in 
photos. New benches will be simple without ornamentation.

Reflecting Pool:
•

Existing location and size of pool will remain unchanged. Depth of pool will be reduced to maximum of 6 inches. Repairs 
will be made to coping, pool sides and bottom. Plumbing and bottom of pool will be retrofitted to incorporate rainwater 
harvesting system.

•
Brick path around pool will be installed, consistent with archive photos.

•
New sculplture in center of pool will replace water feature(s) shown in archive photos. New sculpture will be distinctly 
different in style than those of the Rispin period.

•
A tile mosaic is proposed for the bottom of the fountain. Mosaic will be commissioned by Capitola Arts Commission.

W
all Fountain and Lower Sitting Area behind W

all Fountain:
•

Existing fountain will be repaired to working condition. Missing parts will be reconstructed using archive photographs 
and site artifacts. 

•
Urn will be selected to match historic using archive photographs.

•
New fountain spout will be selected, historical fountain spout style not discernable in photos. New fountain spout will be 
simple without ornamentation.

•
Lower seating area behind fountain and balustrade wall from grand staircase will be repaired according to archive 
photographs and existing artifacts on-site. Pathway from brick landing to seating area will be rebuilt.

Grand Staircase:
•

All walls, columns, column caps, brick landings, to be repaired according to archive photographs and existing artifacts 
on-site. Steps to be rebuilt.

•
A new metal handrail as per code will be added on each side, mounted in ground outside of cheek wall.

Miscellaneous Garden Features 
•

12" high concrete wall along old walkway at northwest corner of park to remain.
•

Rock fossil walls by staircase to remain.
•

Stone wall at north end of park by new ramp to remain. 
•

Existing 18" wide red concrete steps north of arbor to remain; add handrail as per code
•

Existing 4' wide concrete steps by Game Table area to remain; add chain barricade and sign to close off

site  plan
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ex. arch entry
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ex colum
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(repair as needed)

ex w
all to rem
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(repair as needed)
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 30" period 
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all to rem
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(repair as needed)
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3"
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1" square stringer
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all cap - repair end at cut
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existing w
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ain after cut/rem
oval of top section
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4'-6"
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36" high rem
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all and cap to rem
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4'-6"
16"
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2'-7"

3'-11"

3'-0"

6"

16" D

2'-4"
new

 balustrade and top rail

existing fountain to rem
ain

new
 urn to be selected - anchor to fountain 

Fountain H
ead em

itter  to be selected

new
 balustrade and top rail

rem
ove and replace m

ain basin
2'-4"

16"

2'-4"

2'-6" 

16'

6'-0"

6"

restore fountain plum
bing 

to operational m
ode

existing fountain 
structure to rem

ain

new
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anchor to fountain 
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ead em
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reservoir basin to rem
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clean and seal as needed
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check flow

 - repair as needed
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ater 
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tank location to 
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existing concrete trough - rem
ove 

4" section for drain to outflow
 pipe

new
 brass drain inlet

2'-4"
22"

6'-0"

6'-0"

36"

8"

new
 balustrade and top rail

existing fountain structure to rem
ain

new
 urn to be selected - anchor to fountain 

9" D

use existing end piece on back m
ansion 

patio for m
old of scroll end rail detail

2'-6"

4'-0"
2'-6"

2'-9"

2'-4"

3'-8"9'-0"

4'-5"

22"

9"

2"

16"

reservoir basin to rem
ain

clean and seal as needed

ex. inlet pipe to reservoir from
 

reflecting pool - clean and check 
flow

 - repair as needed

brick edging to rem
ain

new
 balustrade and top rail

ex. bottom
 rail to rem
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clean and repair as needed

ex. bottom
 rail to rem
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clean and repair as needed

ex. w
alls and bench to rem

ain - 
clean and repair as needed
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6'-11"

2'-3"
3'-0"

2'-4"

5'-7"

9"

4'-4"

ex. bottom
 colum

ns to rem
ain

ex. cheek w
all (both sides) 

repair cap as needed

existing stairs to be 
rem

oved and rebuilt to 
m

atch original

bottom
 colum

n cap to be replaced

ex. bottom
 colum

ns to rem
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bottom
 colum

n cap to 
be re-attached

ex. top colum
ns to rem

ain

rebuild balustrade and top rail (both sides)

ex. bottom
 rail to rem

ain - repair as needed
ex. bottom

 rail to rem
ain - 

repair as needed

new
 m

etal handrail anchored 
in ground w

ith concrete footing

2 3/4"

14"

7"

1 3/4"

6'-0"

5'-3"

7'-0"

6"

6"

2 1/2"

2'-9"

2" square post

1" square stringer

3/4"  x 2" top rail

1" square pickets

3/4"  x 2" bottom
 rail

24"

26"
3 1/2"

3 1/2"

18"

3 1/2"

2'-4"
18"

30"

5"5"

24"

22"

plan view

front elevation view

23"

24"

18"
2'-2"

5" 5"

1"

1 3/4"
1 1/2"

24"

1'-10"

1'-5"

3"

plan view

front elevation view

4'-6"

9'-9"

7"

fossil stone w
all

to rem
ain (both sides)

cheek w
all (e.)

repair cap as needed
both sides

existing stairs to be 
rem

oved and rebuilt to 
m

atch original

new
 m

etal handrail anchored 
in ground w

ith concrete footing

3"

5"
4"

20"

2"
5"

6"
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1 1/2"

1"

20"

3"

2 1/2"
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n
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interior view
side view

4'-10"

4'-9"

6"

2'-4"

2'-3"

19"

2'-3" 2 1/2"

10'-0"

17"2'-0"
12"

existing concrete cheek w
all to 

rem
an - repair cap as needed

new
 concrete cheek w

all 
and cap to m

atch existing

existing arched entry to rem
ain

rem
ove and store existing w

ood gate

6"

6'-1"

3'-10"

rem
ove ex. steps and replace w

ith 
new

 steps to m
atch profile of 

grand staircase (w
/ 6' riser)

14"

7'-8"

20" o.c.

8'-0"

4"

6"
8"

12"

14 1/2"
2"

3/4"

6'-0" o.c.

new
 tapered 

concrete colum
n

to m
atch existing  

6" x 8" beam

4" x 6" joist  

inside row
 of colum

ns are 6' on center;
the outside row

 (not show
n) are 10' - 9" on center

front view
end view

new
 12" diam

eter concrete 
colum

n to m
atch existing  

6" x 8" beam

4" x 6" joist  

16'-0"

3 3/4"

cap detail to m
atch existing artifact 

colum
ns stored in garage of m

ansion

3"-0"

6"

3'-8"

16"

3 1/4"

2"

9"

14"
7 3/4"

14"

ex. concrete base 
(at grade) to rem

ain

ex. concrete base 
to rem

ain

create new
 upper 

base as show
n

create new
 sundial 

pedestal as show
n

attach new
 sundial

see site furnishings 
legend and photo

4'-0"

23"

17"

23"

34"
26"

23"

3'-0"

5"

3"

23"
4'-4"

26"

front view

side view

new
 balustrade and top rail

new
 colum

n caps (both sides)
see cap detail

ex. colum
ns to rem

ain

new
 urn to be selected - anchor to base

ex. base to rem
ain

repair as needednew
 balustrade and top rail 5"

3"

3/4"

1 1/2"

1/2"

1 3/4"
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existing colum
n to rem

ain
new

 balustrade to m
atch existing 

on grand staircase landing 

existing colum
n to rem

ain
w

ith new
 cap

new
 concrete am

phitheater steps w
ith 

6" risers and 13" treads. step profile to 
have 2" radius. 

am
phitheater bench seating to be 18" high

new
 planter w

all w
ith 

1 1/2" rounded cap
new

 concrete am
phitheater w

all 
w

ith 1 1/2" rounded cap

planted slope

planted slope
planted slope

grand staircase from
 landing to 

m
ansion terrace elevation

new
 concrete am

phitheater w
all 

w
ith 1 1/2" rounded cap

N
ote:

1. W
all cap and step profiles vary from

 those on site in 
order to differentiate from

 the original historic elem
ents. 

2. C
oncrete color for am

phitheater seating and steps to be 
natural gray w

ith a sand finish.

7'-3"

3'-6"

18"
26"

13"

6"

12"

am
phitheater bench seating 

18"

18"

am
phitheater steps at 

m
idpoint of bench seating

new
 concrete am

phitheater 
w

all w
ith 1 1/2" rounded cap

new
 concrete am

phitheater 
w

all w
ith 1 1/2" rounded cap

6" reflection pool

new
 sloped bottom

w
ater reservoir cham

ber

replaster or gunite surface
of existing concrete pool

bottom
 supports

m
osaic tile (to be designed)

12"
7"

6 1/4"

1"

3/4"

24"

existing reflecting pool cap
repair as needed

recirculating pum
p 

com
m

issioned m
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ater jet
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osaic on new

 pool bottom
6" depth w

ith slope to center drain

w
ater reservoir for recirculating pool 

center drain valve 

supports for new
 pool bottom
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replaster/gunite surface 

existing concrete trough from
 fountain bore 2" 
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eter hole for new

 feeder line from
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p
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reflecting pool w
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new
 drain inlet  

existing drain inlet 

existing overflow
 drain
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Rispin M
ansion Park

Henry Rispin came to Capitola in....
Completed in 1922, the Rispin Mansion ....
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